
BULKINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Clerk: Mrs F A Price 1 The Croft Urchfont Devizes SN10 4RT

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

 held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15 January 2014

Present:  Cllr R G Elliott, in the Chair in place of Cllr Mrs S Oliphant  

  Cllrs S Barratt, Mrs C Crawford, Mrs J Flynn and Mrs A Read

Apologies from: Cllr Mrs S Oliphant, Cllr C Ogilvie, Cllr J Seed [Wiltshire Council]

 Pc E Thomas

 Ms Sue Noad – for the PCC -  no other members of the public 

Clerk Mrs F A Price in attendance

The Meeting opened at 7.35 with the OPEN FORUM, and Cllr Elliott asked Ms Noad to speak first:

Ms Noad introduced herself and described the PCC's ideas for marking the Centenary of World War I:

at a meeting on Thursday 9th it was agreed that the first event in the Commemoration – not Celebration – of 

the Centenary of World War I should be an open-air Service conducted by the Rev Maureen Allchin.

This will be in the garden of Millcroft, kindly offered by Mr and Mrs Boulton, on Sunday 3rd August, 

or, if it is declared a Public Holiday, Monday 4th August - the actual anniversary of the outbreak of War.

The service will perhaps be followed by a traditional meal and songs, and there will be a display in the 

Village Hall of photographs of the period plus any letters etc from villagers who served.

The object is not to celebrate war but to mark the bravery of all involved and the effect on everyone – 

for example the deaths of all the Gaisford family heirs led to the village being sold, and many must have 

memories passed down by grandparents and others.  

There should be a combined effort by all village groups – could the PC appoint a representative?

Cllr Mrs Crawford asked if the service was the sole event planned – Ms Noad said it was only the first.

Cllr Mrs Read is taking charge of organising the old photographs etc, and hopes to be able to make a disc 

bringing them all together.

Cllr Barratt suggested it might be possible to compile a booklet – and as an example of stories in the village, 

Cllr Elliott said he had been told that a neighbouring farmer's horses were “called up” and of the few that 

came back half were in such a terrible condition they had to be put down.

In general, everyone should draw on his or her connections, eg the Ladies Group, Bulkington in Bloom. 

Cllr Mrs Flynn to ask what Keevil is planning, Clerk to ask Mrs Oliphant when she returns to contact Steeple

Ashton, while Cllr Mrs Read will draft an item for Spotlight.

The PC thanked Ms Noad and promised to keep in touch - the matter will be on the March Agenda.

• Pc Thomas emailed a report that the main crime warning is of thefts of  iFor Williams trailers in Seend, 

Bowerhill and Sandridge Common – these are large heavy-duty trailers worth as much as £35K and 

farmers need to be vigilant.

Cllr Elliott then moved on to the main Agenda:

1. Apologies:

Received and accepted from the Chairman Mrs Oliphant – abroad on business, and

Cllr C Ogilvie – hospital appointment;  Cllr Seed and Pc Thomas – clash of dates.

2. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Mrs Crawford for the Playing Field,

          Cllr Mrs Read for the Village Hall, and the Clerk announced a general Dispensation for all Cllrs -

to allow them to discuss the Precept although they have an Interest as Council Tax payers.

3. Minutes of 20 November Meeting:

Accepted as a true record and signed by Cllr Elliott

4. Reports on Matters in the Minutes :  None on this occasion.
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5. Correspondence:  relevant emails already forwarded to Cllr[s] concerned

    i Wiltshire Council: Consultation on Community Infrastructure Levy [charge on development 

especially non-residential in town centres] – representations before 24 February, nb site by site,

on line, by email or by post.  http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal

    ii Police Commissioner: Meet the Commissioner dates: most convenient for Bulkington are                      

Thursday 27 February, 5.30 pm Chippenham, venue to be announced – Cllr Elliott to go if possible,

or Wednesday 4 June, 5.30pm Trowbridge, venue to be announced – Cllr Elliott to go if possible

    iii   WALC : Nominations for ballot for invitations to Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 3 June -

2 Chairman + spouse invitations to be drawn from those applying – by 9am 4 February.

Clerk to contact Chairman to ask if she wishes to be nominated.

    iv Citizens Advice Bureau: request for £50 donation – BPC policy is strictly local donations

     v   Victim Support: request for donation of  unspecified amount - BPC policy is strictly local donations

6. Planning: No new Application or Wiltshire Council decision.

7. William Breach Centenary Playing Field – Report.

Cllr Mrs Crawford has now left the Cttee, but gave a brief report:

cheques for the ex-VAT cost of November Fireworks (£374.98) and

the PF contribution to increased Insurance costs (£60.00), have both now reached the Clerk 

Nothing else to report – the new Committee will elect a new Chairman as soon as possible.

8. Section 137 LGA 1972: No Application received.

9. Finance:

Clerk first gave a brief Report on the PC's finances:

Received since last Meeting:  £
9 Nov '13  Interest on Lloyds A/c 27214460     0.28 

           9 Dec '13  Interest on Lloyds A/c 27214460 [est]     0.22

6 Jan '14 PF Cttee – ex-VAT cost of Fireworks 374.98 }    not yet paid into

PF Cttee  - share of  extra Insurance                60.00 }    Bank  

           Paid at last Meeting: £  [VAT]       £ chq
           20 Nov  '13 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 50.00 [S.137]           50.00  81

           Society of Local Council Clerks 64.00     -          64.00  82

          Paid since last Meeting: £ + VAT £     £ chq

          6 Jan '14    Bulkington in Bloom [Trees] 150.00 30.00          180.00 83

         Authorised at this Meeting: 

          Cllr Ogilvie – reimbursement for purchase of domain name bulkington.org.uk - £96.82 

          When billed: Balfour Beatty - PF and Pond grasscutting £750 or possibly more -  

          Clerk enquired about billing arrangements but has had no response as yet from Wiltshire Council 

          Bank Balances  estimated after payments and receipts above

          Lloyds Treasurer's (Current) A/c 27213368 £1,316.92

Lloyds BUS Instant Access (Deposit) A/c 27214460              £6,663.91

The Parish Council had no questions and went on to discuss the Precept request, in light of the 

reduced Wiltshire Council “top-up grant” - down £60.03 to £111.49,

and lower Tax Base – down 1.19 to 117.01, to give a Band D rate of  £38.46, up 39 pence,

if the Precept remains unchanged at £4,500.

           The Chairman had expressed her wish not to raise the rate if at all possible, and after some

          discussion the Cllrs voted to request an unchanged Precept of £4,500 (£4,611.49 inc grant)

          Proposed: Cllr Mrs Crawford Seconded: Cllr Mrs Flynn

             All in Favour 
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9: Finance contd

Cllrs discussed the possibility of buying the PC's own grasscutting equipment to avoid large bills 

for Playing Field and Pond, but decided against, largely because of the difficulty of finding and

employing a regular operator – there would also be Insurance implications.

                    Cllr Mrs Crawford reminded the PC about reimbursing Cllr Ogilvie for his purchase

of the domain name - the Clerk will organise a cheque as soon as possible. Clerk

 

10: Any other Business:

���� Cllr Elliott has heard the latest news on the new runway at Keevil - the one proposed would probably

be unsuitable for larger jets, so it may well be built elsewhere and the implications for Keevil, such 

as complete close-down of the base and sale of the land, are unknown.

���� Cllr Mrs Crawford asked about “Solar Farms” - Cllr Elliott said that Seend seems to be opposed to 

any proposals to build such things in the valley below;  cabling carrying power from the site near 

Edington is likely to pass near Bulkington.

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.35 pm

Next Meeting, to include Preliminary Accounts,  19 March











 BULKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs F A Price 1 The Croft Urchfont Devizes SN10 4RT 

DRAFT 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 

held in the Village Hall at 7.40pm on Wednesday 21 May 2014 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs Oliphant in the Chair - until 1. Election of Chairman for 2014-15 
   Cllrs S Barratt, Mrs J Flynn, and C Ogilvie   
  
 1 member of the public   
 
Clerk Mrs F A Price in attendance 
 
No Open Forum because of  the Annual Parish Meeting just concluded, in which 
Pc Thomas had given her report; and 
Cllr Seed had spoken about Area Board grants and low flying at Keevil: 
he has arranged to meet Mrs Oliphant in the next few days with information about all these matters. 
 
1.       Election of Chairman for 2014-15: 
   
 Cllr Mrs Oliphant accepted nomination, and the vote followed: 
 

  That Cllr Mrs Oliphant be elected to serve as Chairman for the coming year 
 

 Proposed: Cllr Ogilvie  Seconded:  Cllr Mrs Flynn  Elected Unanimously 
 

2. Election of Vice-Chair: The Council unanimously decided to continue without one 
 

3. Dates of Meetings  for 2014-15: 
 

 The Council accepted the Clerk's suggestion of moving to the second Wednesday of the month: 
 2014:    9 July; 10 September; 12 November; 
 2015:  14 January (Precept-setting); 11 March (Preliminary Accounts); 13 May (Elect Chairman) 
 

4. Apologies for Absence: 
 

 received and accepted from Cllr Elliott, Cllr Mrs Crawford and Cllr Mrs Read 
 

5. Declarations of Interest:   Cllrs Mrs Oliphant and C Ogilvie for the Playing Field 
 

6. Minutes of 19 March Meeting : 
 

 Accepted as a true record and signed. 
 

7. Reports: 
   a Trees on the Common and by the Bus Shelter have been dealt with 
   b Loose tile on Bus Shelter roof needs replacing 
   c Railings near Bus Shelter – Cllr Ogilvie to raise matter with Stuart Renfrew 
 

8. Correspondence:  relevant emails already forwarded to Cllr[s] concerned.  
      i Wiltshire Council: Consultation on Car Parking Strategy – really only relevant to towns – 
 documents  from http:consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal 
     ii  Keevil Minutes 12 May 
 Annual Parish Meeting – included 13-14 Accounts, fuller report in PC Mtg 
 Annual Parish Council Mtg 
 [a] Cllr Jerry Wickham re-elected Chairman – but will not continue after May 2015 because of 
     work on Wiltshire Council, Cllr Francis Banfield re-elected Vice-Chairman 
 [b] Police Report – can supply and fit “purse chains”, crime generally low. 
  [c] Cllr Seed – grants to be had from Melksham Area Board 
 [d] Proposals for new Playing Field – consultation going ahead 
  [e] Drains still giving trouble – Wiltshire Council to deal with problem? 

 

http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal
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8. Correspondence: contd 
 

    ii     Keevil Minutes contd 
         [f]   considering defibrillator 
          [g]    may install high-speed broadband box at Pyatts Corner – consulting WC and BT 
          [h] 70th Anniversary of Arnhem – set off from Keevil – special commemoration 6th September 
    iii    WALC September newsletter : 
•  Changes to Audit & Accountability – small PCs to be exempt 
• Village Halls Survey – to AR. 
•  How to Respond to Planning Applications & Planning Explained copies available – Clerk to get 
from Katie Fielding? 

      iv    Police Commissioner Meeting Dates – Trowbridge  4 June, 5.30pm  - Cllr Elliott to attend 
     v Lloyds Bank – changes to names of Business Accounts – does not apply to Parish Council as  its 
 turnover is well  under £50K 
     vi     DEVELOP – list of forthcoming courses 
    vii    SPLASH – newsletter, recruiting volunteers and appeal for donations.   
 Charity mainly to support activity programmes for young people during school holidays - 
 Chairman said that some children in Bulkington certainly need something to occupy them, and   
 Cllr Mrs Flynn said she would have a word with children and parents about the programme. 
   viii    Bobby Van Trust -  newsletter 
   ix      St John Ambulance – appeal for funds 
 

9. Planning:  No Applications or Wiltshire Council Decisions to report. 
 

10. William Breach Centenary Playing Field: 
 

 Cllr Mrs Oliphant reported 
• Playing Field has £1,143.93 in the Bank 
• Playing Field Calendar of events is on the website 
• Maintenance events planned for 31 May; 26 July; 21 September – with Fun Day; and 1 November 
• Planning for the future, to make PF more attractive to all village children, is imperative – to this end 
 a questionnaire will go out to all. 
 

 World War I Commemoration – Cllrs Mrs Oliphant and Mrs Read attended a meeting in 
 Tidworth, which produced some interesting ideas and information - 
Service in Tidworth on 30th July for whole County 
Wiltshire Soldiers website  trying to ensure that every one of  the County's dead has a marked grave 
10,000 Wiltshire casualties – a School can be assigned a particular man to research his details and make a 
cross with his name etc 
 
 A joint meeting with the PCC produced the following suggestions for the actual anniversary: 
9.30am Service in Church 
2.30pm Outdoor Service at the War Memorial, then activity on the Playing Field [to be finalised] 
Poppy seeds to be planted in the bonfire pit 
Every household to be given a cross to write a name on and plant on the PF – from 1pm.    
 Crosses to be bought from the British Legion @ £2.50 each including p&p 
Sign/banner “BULKINGTON REMEMBERS” at either end of village 
 
 Cllr Ogilvie suggested all this was a bit too elaborate - the Chairman said she and Cllr Mrs Read   
 will work with the Rev Maureen Allchinn to ensure an appropriate commemoration. 
 Cllr Mrs Oliphant will organise the banners if they are decided on, and also suggested a new bench 
 on the Field, marked “Bulkington remembers” - or possibly 4, one for each Remembrance Sunday 
 during the 4 years of the conflict.  
 The Chairman added that the PC must think carefully about 2018 and how to mark the Centenary of 
 the end of the War; money may need to be raised, and she will consult Cllr Seed about financing   
 this as well as the benches mentioned above. 



-3- 

10. William Breach Centenary Playing Field: contd 
 

 Cllr Mrs Flynn wondered about planting commemorative trees – like the Jubilee Oak, and 
 she thought it a good idea to involve children. 
 Cllr Barratt thought an artwork made of barbed wire might be appropriate, and then spoke 
 passionately against any commemoration of the start of the War – 
 he is against engraved benches, distribution of crosses or the like. 
 Cllr Ogilvie said he shared these sentiments on the whole. 
 The Chairman said there should certainly not be a celebration but for example a bench with an 
 appropriate inscription could serve to concentrate the mind. 
 The Parish Council remained divided, and the Chairman said she would go back to the joint 
 PC/PCC Committee, as the right body to approach the Area Board about any funding required. 
 

11. Section 137 LGA 1972: 
 

 Application from the PCC for a grant of £120 towards the cost of Churchyard grasscutting, 
 approved at March Meeting.                    See 12. Finance 
     
12:     Finance: 
 The Clerk presented the Annual Return for 2013-14 for approval before going to the External 
 Auditors: it has been approved and signed by the Internal Auditor, who found no problems. 
 All documents will be available for inspection until 5 June; no request to see them received so far. 
  After that date any question must go to the Auditors Grant Thornton. 
 

 Section 1 – Accounting Statements 2013/14: 
 

 certified as properly presenting receipts and payments - signed  Responsible Financial Officer 
 

 confirmed as Approved by the Council at this Meeting – signed   Chairman 
 

 Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement 2013/14: 
 

 Confirmed as showing that the Council maintained a sound system of internal control, 
 all present agreeing and answering “yes” to statements 1-8, 
 and “NA” to statement 9 - the Council is not a trustee: signed  by the Chairman and the Clerk/RFO 
 

 (Section 3 – External Auditor's Report will be returned to the Council when Audit is complete) 
 

 Section 4 – Internal Auditors Report: 
 

 Agreed that the Council had achieved all objects of internal control with the exception of 
 sections F – NA because  no petty cash is kept, and K – NA because the Council is not a trustee 
       signed  Internal Auditor Mrs M A Kimber 
 
 The Bank Reconciliation showed no outstanding Creditors or Debtors. 
 Cllrs heard and accepted the Explanation of  Variances in Payments and in Receipts between   
 March 31st 2013 and March 31st 2014 figures – Boxes 3 and 6 on the Return 
 
 Report for this Meeting:: 
 
  

Received since last Meeting 

Date From £ 

9 Apr 14 Interest on Deposit Account 0.21 

25 Apr 14 Wiltshire Council : Precept + Grant 4,611.49 

9 May 14 Interest on Deposit Account 0.27 
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12:     Finance: contd 
 

Paid since last Meeting 
date Payee £ [inc  VAT] Chq 0000 

28 Apr 14 Calum Ogilvie – Memorial plaque 26.00 - 88 

28 Apr 14 David Young – Memorial lettering 150.00 - 89 

14 May 14 BBLP – grasscutting to end May 686.22 [114.37] 90 
 

Authorised at this Meeting 

date Payee £ [inc VAT] Chq 0000 

21 May 14 WALC – WALC & NALC 2014  subs   102.10   [17.02] 91 

 Community First Trading - Insurance 704.63  92 

 Mrs M A Kimber – internal audit 30.00  93 

 Bulkington Village Hall – hire for 13 Mtgs 130.00  94 

 NALC – Local Council Review 2014 sub 17.00  95 

 Bulkington PCC – S.137 Grant 120.00  96 

 Community First – 2014 sub 36.00  97 
 

 When billed – Caledonia Play, “magpost” for Playing Field, £156 inc carriage and VAT - 
 PF to reimburse ex-VAT cost 
 
13: Any Other Business: 
 

➢   Cllr Mrs Flynn reported that on Footpath 8 a stile put up by the new landowner is too high for elderly 
walkers – or for dogs.  When contacted about replacing it with a  kissing gate  or something similar the 
landowner was not at all amenable, indeed one walker said he was abusive. Wiltshire Council's Paul Milford 
has told him of the standard design and the Council will enforce change if nothing is done by the end of May 
– grants can be given for kissing gates. 
➢    Cllr Mrs Oliphant said that dogs are increasingly a problem – owners must pick up after them, 
       and keep to the designated paths.   
      Farmers growing for silage on Common Land should put up notices warning the public that the 
   grass is a crop, and asking for cooperation. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9 pm 
 

Next Meeting 9 July 
 

to include Annual Risk Assessment 
and 

Review of Standing Orders 



BULKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk : Mrs F A Price   1 The Croft   Urchfont   DEVIZES   SN10 4RT 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

held on Wednesday 21 May 2014 at 7 pm in the Village Hall  
 
Present : Cllr Mrs S Oliphant in the Chair - when she arrived, having been delayed on urgent family business  
  Cllrs S Barratt, Mrs C Crawford, Mrs J Flynn, and C Ogilvie   
   
Cllr J Seed (Wiltshire Council)  
 
Pc Emily Thomas and 1 other officer. 
 

1 member of the public – from Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Clerk Mrs F A Price in attendance   

 
[As the Chairman had been delayed, it was decided to start at 7.10 with the Clerk's Financial Report, 
then, if she had still not arrived, go on to any Questions/Comments from the public, Police and Cllr Seed,  
but for ease of reference these Minutes will follow the Agenda order] 

 
1:  Apologies for Absence : received and accepted from Cllr R G Elliott, Cllr Mrs A Read 
 
2. Minutes : Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting confirmed at July 2013 Parish Council Meeting 
 

3. Chairman's Report: by Cllr Mrs S Oliphant, Chairman of the Parish Council 20013/14 
 
 As in previous years, pressure on our budget has been a focus for us as costs increase and we strive to 
 manage our expenditure without requesting an increase in our Precept.  So, I would like to start by 
 thanking my fellow Cllrs for their unanimous decision not to increase our Precept.  Thanks also to our 
 diligent Clerk for her excellent management of our funds. 
 

Our 3 new Cllrs have taken up their positions with enthusiasm and commitment and as a Parish Council 
we have striven to apply the 10 principles of our Code of Conduct (Integrity, Leadership, Objectivity, 
Judgement, Accountability, Openness, Respect, Stewardship, Lawfulness and Selflessness) to every 
aspect of our business to ensure that Bulkington remains the sort of village we all want to live in. 
For more details on the rôle of the Parish Council please see www.Bulkington.org.uk . 
 
 We have seen a number of Planning Applications and I thank my fellow Cllrs for their objective 
approach and their local knowledge, which I am sure the Planning Department at Wilthsire Council find 
most helpful when determining an application. 
The Parish Council is not a Planning Authority and does not have executive powersto accept or reject 
applications,but under the Local Government Act 1972 is able to make observations to the Planning 
Authority (Wiltshire Council) upon applications in its Parish. 
Whether Cllrs like an application or not is irrelevant as we make an objective review of all aspects of the 
application in cluding its position in relation to the existing and neighbouring buildings, its design, 
whether it creates a loss of privacy or light to nearby properties, its appearance in the street scene, 
whether it affects local drainage or parking and the overall needs and requirements of the village. 
For more details on the rôle of the Parish Council please see www.Bulkington.org.uk . 
 
Our Playing Field Committee once again have a healthy bank balance and a published calendar of  
maintenance and community events.  They are currently planning some research amongst Villagers to 
determine their future focus and activities to ensure that this wonderful resource is enjoyed by the whole 
community. 
For nore details of events please see www.Bulkington.org.uk 
 
The War Memorial is at the heart of our village.  Thank you to Cllrs Ogilvie and Barratt for the work 
that they did to restore the stonework and the memorial plaque, and we are indebted to former residents 
Deborah and Jack Baillie, who very generously sponsored the costs for the repairs to the stonework. 
The Memorial is once again a fitting tribute to those villagers who lost their lives in the First World War 
and will feature in our Remembrance Event later in the year. 
For more details of our Remembrance Event please see www.Bulkington.org.uk 
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 Thank you to Cllrs Ogilvie and Barratt, and special thanks to Sue Barratt for the hours of work they have 
 put into the website.  This is a fabulous community resource and I urge you all to make full use of it.  
 
 Bulkington is a working village and our thanks as ever go to the farmers and landowners who manage 
 the land, hedges, ditches lanes and footpaths around the village.  It is easy to take our surroundings for 
granted and we count ourselves lucky that our landowners take their responsibilities seriously and give 
their time and resources to improve our environment.  Can I ask every one, but especially the dog owners, 
to remember that what appears to be a field of grass is actually next year's animal feed and to keep to 
marked paths throughout the growing season. 
 
My thanks also to Cllr Jonathan Seed for his ongoing support and to our Policing Team for their sustained 
commitment to maintaining a policing presence in our Village.  It is disappointing that they are unable to 
attend our meetings, but I am sure a new year will bring a new focus. 

 

4. Financial Report by the Clerk Mrs F A Price: 
 
 The Annual Return for 2012/13 was accepted by the Auditors, Grant Thornton, in August 2013 - 
  no fee for small Councils - the Internal Auditor's fee was £30. 
 
 Summary figures for the last 2 years, nb 2013/14 not yet fully audited. 
 
      2012/13   2013/14 
      £   £ 
  Balance Brought Forward 6,119   6,133 
  +  Precept   4,500                4,500 
  +  Other Receipts               1,400   2,710 
   -  Staff/Admin Costs  1,898   1,814 
   -   Other Payments               3,988    4,629   
       Balance Carried Forward  6,133   6,900 
 
 [nb Brought fwd inc £11.97 in HSBC A/c - given to Playing  Field and A/c closed October 2013] 
 
 Total Fixed Assets : Playing Field and Equipment, War Memorial and Bus Shelter: £50,080 - 
 includes the £35,250 Insured Value of the Play Equipment. 
 
 Both Receipts and Payments were affected by Picnic Table - £343 carried over from Jubilee,                
 and VH guttering - £1,540 ex-VAT reimbursed,  and total VAT paid £576.56. 
 Major problem was Wiltshire Council's handover to BBLP of the grasscutting contract at the end  
 of  May 2013 – no Invoice by the end of the financial year, eventually came in May 2014. 
 This bill for nearly £700 inc VAT for June '13 to end May '14 (very nearly = the striking rise in the 
 Balance Carried Forward) has to be paid in 2014/15,  which means a major distortion of the Accounts. 
 The best quotation that could be obtained for June '14 onwards was about £1K inc VAT, making a total 
 grasscutting cost of some £1.7K - the PC's reserves mean that this will not bankrupt us, but general price 
 rises will put pressure on the Precept, so that it will be a real struggle to keep it at £4,500 for another year. 
 One bit of better news is that Staff and Admin costs are actually very slightly down on last year, despite
 a rise of £100 for the Clerk, and some extra costs connected with the Election although uncontested - 
 Meeting for new Council to Accept Office and Register Interests, Training for one of the new Cllrs. 
 The Parish Council also spent £63 on the latest edition of Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration
 which is vital to keep pace with changing regulation and practice. 
 The External Auditors charge no fee for small PCs – ie under £10K Receipts or Payments – and the 
 Internal Auditor's fee remains at a very modest £30. 
 The main repairs to the War Memorial were paid for by a generous gift from Mr and Mrs Baillie,  
 leaving only minor expenses such as repainting the lettering for the PC to cover. 
 Altogether, the PC's financial situation remains reasonably healthy, but any major project would have to 
 be paid for by a grant  - remember the amount of time and effort  this took for the PF equipment – and 
 constant care has to be taken not to exceed our means. 
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5. Questions and Comments from the Public. 

 
 Neighbourhood Watch had nothing to report – the Parish Council is clearly working effectively. 
 

 Pc Thomas said that she should be contacted through the Police Rural network at Hampton Park, 
 Melksham, SN12 6QP.   
She had little to report – only 3 crimes in Bulkington out of hundreds across the county last year - 
but she had a warning that people should keep doors shut when they were out working in the garden or 
garage to foil opportunistic thieves. 
The Sports day will be on 4 August. 
 
Cllr Seed reminded everyone that the Area Board gives grants for local projects, and added that he is 
always ready to help. 
He will try to find a copy of the contract between BBLP and Wiltshire Council. 
 
Replying to Cllr Barratt's query about the Keevil runway plans, Cllr Seed said these are “on hold” 
while a new feasibility study is carried out.   
Meanwhile, he will try to get the MOD to announce night flying dates – as used to be done. 
 Cllr Ogilvie will put any information on the Village Website. 
 

 With no further questions or comments the Annual Parish Meeting ended at 7.30, 
 

 and the Parish Council proceeded immediately to the Annual Meeting of the Council  









 BULKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs F A Price 1 The Croft Urchfont Devizes SN10 4RT

  DRAFT

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm

10 September 2014

Present: Cllr Mrs S Oliphant in the Chair

Cllr  Mrs C Crawford, Cllr R G Elliott

No member of the public

Clerk Mrs F A Price in attendance

Open Forum

The Chairman reported that Charles Bartholomew has completed work on clearing the surface       

of  Fullwood Lane, for which she will thank him.

She then moved immediately to the normal Agenda.

1.   Apologies for Absence: received and accepted from Cllr J Seed [Wiltshire Council] and Police;

      Cllrs Barratt, Flynn and Ogilvie – away from Bulkington, Cllr Mrs Read – health problem.

2.   Declarations of Interest: Cllr Mrs Oliphant – Playing Field

3.   Minutes of  9th July Meeting: Accepted as a true record and signed by Chairman

4.    Reports:

• Housing Needs Survey – Cllr Seed to possibly co-ordinate responses from all the Parishes in his 

Summerham “constituency” 

• Stile on footpath – the Chairman said that as the owners of the land beyond have sheep in the field 

they are unlikely to make the stile easier for dogs.  

• She suggested that she and Cllr Elliott should write an article for Spotlight pointing out the need to 

control dogs on farmland – and pick up after them.

• Cllr Elliott added that according to the Country Code dogs on farmland should be on a 2 metre lead

through the summer months, and can be excluded altogether from 1st March to 31st July.

• The Chairman said there was no progress to report on the new Notice Board.  

5.   Solar Energy – cable under Fullwood Lane:

      The Chairman reported the latest situation: Stokes Marsh Solar Ltd and SSE need to lay a cable

      linking the Edington solar farm with the National Grid; they have reached agreement with 

      the landowners involved ( R Breach, P Coles and RG Elliott) but need permission to lay cable 

      under Fullwood Lane; the SSE legal team want documentary evidence of ownership of the Lane.

Wiltshire Council has confirmed it does not own the Lane, which implies the Parish Council can grant 

access as far as it is able.  

The Clerk has been unable to find any useful documents;  the Lane was classified as a Bridleway in 

1982, and the OS map modified in 2000 shows it as a “Track”.

Solicitors Trethowans have been appointed to go through all documents, the developers to cover costs –

the Chairman and Cllr Elliott signed the appointment of the solicitors.

The suggested arrangements are that the cable will go under the Lane, with all disturbance of the 

surface and hedges to be made good, and appropriate notice of the work will be given.  

£500 is suggested as payment for an “easement”.

The Chairman suggested putting this money towards a new outside Noticeboard – all agreed - 

she will ask Cllr Mrs Read.( who looks after the current board) to approve and organise the work.
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6.        Correspondence: relevant emails circulated to Cllrs concerned.

  i         Wiltshire Council: 

           Open Spaces Study - Cllrs decided on responses to questions relevant to Bulkington, which

            the Chairman will return by email to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Wiltsparishes

            from Parish Newsletter – Reporting and Recording PC and TC Mtgs, admission of Press, etc

            Bulkington's Standing Orders comply; 

            Green Bin Waste Collection – consultation on changes – deadline extended to 1 October;

            Bus Pass consultation – valid after 9am or after 9.30am Mon-Fri? Deadline 26 September.

  Changes to Bus Services – mostly near Bath

  ii       Melksham: Extended Services – Fundraising Big Walk Melksham to Bath – Sat 16 September

  iii      Keevil Minutes: Cllr Seed's report on Runway – construction unlikely to start before 2016;

            information about flights can be got from http://www.raf.mod.uk/rafbrizenorton

 iv       Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service Consultation -  Cllrs decided on responses, and the

           Chairman will submit the completed document.

 v        Community First: AGM Wed 24 September in Devizes Town Hall from 5.30pm – no Cllr to attend.

 vi       SWAN Advocacy Org. UK – launching event for new Dementia Advocacy Service in Wiltshire - 

           Wednesday 24 September, Antrobus House, Amesbury, 3-5pm – no Cllr to attend.

 vii      Woodland Trust – offer of trees to plant in open spaces – contact for full information at

            https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/in-your-community/

7. Planning: No Applications or Decisions received.

8. William Breach Centenary Playing Field:

Cllr Mrs Oliphant reported that the Playing Field Cttee has more than £1,000 in the Bank,

but possible expenditure on new equipment and so-on may amount to over £8,000 – 

             grants will have to be applied for, which is a lengthy process.

The Fun Day on Sunday 21 September, not primarily a fundraising event, will include new items 

eg Photographic, Flower Arranging and Baking Competitions as well as the popular Tug of War.

            The Clerk added that the Goal Post invoice, paid in error by David Whiteley.on his personal 

account, was correctly addressed to the Parish Council, so the VAT can be reclaimed. 

             The PC will pass it on to the PF Cttee as a donation and Mr Whiteley can be reimbursed in full.

 

9. S.137 LGA 1972: No application received.

Cost of Remembrance day wreath plus Donation to Royal British Legion - £50.

Authorised without a vote.

10. Finance:

The Clerk presented her Report on Progress against Budget for the first half-year – 

copies will be distributed with the Minutes to those Cllrs not at the meeting.

Summary (including payments made and/or authorised in September):

approximately £3,250 spent, against £5,440 received in first half-year – so £2,190 left.

VAT paid, to be reclaimed at end of month, £200+.

The muddle over PF Grasscutting charges  – BBLP's bill for June 2013 to May 2014 was presented

and paid at the May Mtg – meant an underspend  in 2013-14 and so an unusually large sum 

brought forward - £6,900. This should mean that even after paying the new contractor for 

grasscutting from June 2014 the Parish Council will not actually go into the red.

Cllrs had no queries, and went on to the Report for this Meeting:

Received since last Meeting:

Date From £

9 Jul 14 Interest A/c 27214460 [net] £0.32

11 Aug 14 Interest A/c 27214460 [net] £0.36
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10. Finance contd

No payments since last Meeting

Authorised at this Meeting:

Date Payee £ [inc VAT] Chq no 000

10 Sep 14 Mrs F A Price – Clerk's ½ year salary 700.00 - 100

Mrs F A Price – Clerk's ½ year expenses 132.00 - 101

PCC of Seend – Spotlight production expenses 50.00 - 102

When billed: Playsafety Limited [RoSPA] PF Safety check – approx £120 inc VAT

         Royal British Legion – wreath and Donation - £50

         Fireworks for November Display – PF to reimburse ex-VAT – approx £450 inc VAT

11. Any Other Business:

➢ Cllr Mrs Crawford asked about progress on the Bus Shelter roof – all repairs have been done.

The PC thanked Cllr Elliott for organising this.

➢ Cllr Mrs Crawford said she had heard complaints that tractors were speeding through the village,  

at over 30mph.  Others felt this was not the case – in narrow roads speeds can appear greater than 

they really are. Cllr Elliott added that the legal limit for tractors and the like is actually 20mph.

➢ The Chairman has been informed that Philip Coles will soon apply for Change of Use of some 

redundant chicken sheds to Storage of caravans/camper-vans etc; another shed to be turned over to 

Light Industrial use – both possibilities likely to cause increased traffic, especially  in Mill Lane.

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.45pm

Next Meeting  12 November   
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